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of Khando Ballal Ghitnis. Govindrao listened attentively
to the story and sympathised with Balaji. He advised
Purandare to enlist the sympathies of one Lingav, the maid
servant of Shahu's mistress Virubai. Purandare followed
his advice. Lingav told the tale to Virubai, who repeated
it to Shahu's queen Sagunabai, and the two ladies won the
royal ear. Shahu sent a force to Pandavgad to escort
Balaji in safety to his capital and ordered Chandrasen to
present himself at Satara and lay his case before him.
The turbulent noble, instead of obeying the order, sent
back a message that unless the king at once handed over
Balaji to his vengeance, he (Chandrasen) would renounce
bis allegiance. Such language no sovereign could tolerate.
Ho ordovocl Haibatrao Nimbalkar to reduce Chandrasen
Jadhav to obedience. Haibatrao Nimbalkar attacked
Chandrasen at Aclarki in the Phaltan State, now a station
on the South Maratha Railway and severely defeated him.
Chandrasen witli the remains of his army retired to
Panhala, where lie openly joined the cause of Tarabai.
(April 1711.)

Worse was yet to follow. In spite of his victory over
Chandrasen Jadhav, Haibatrao Nimbalkar began also to
open negotiations with Kolhapur. Large detachments of
the royal troops were at this time on field service in
Khandesh and Berar. The only high officer on whom the
king could for the moment rely was Balaji Vishvanath
and his contingent had just been dispersed. Shahu, however,
sent for Balaji and sought his advice how to suppress the
disorders of the kingdom (1711), With the optimism of
greatness Balaji undertook to raise a fresh army. He
soon collected round him two thousand of his old soldiers
and with these as a nucleus soon created a respectable
field force. The king showed his gratitude in a fitting
way. On the 20th August 1711 ho conferred on his capable
servant the well-deserved title of Sena Kartea or "Maker
of Armies/'

While Balaji was thus forging a weapon with which to